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My philosophy of teaching  
At the beginning of my teaching career in 1987, I considered teaching to be my duty.  

Over the years it has come to be my vocation and passion. Teaching for me is a lofty profession constantly nurtured with life long-learning 

commitments with the ultimate goal of contributing to the creation of a science oriented and environmentally more sensitive society.  

I strongly believe that the teaching profession represents a link between generations, where its mode of knowledge transfer is constantly 

updated through epistemological understanding to reflect the level and needs of a given society. Without catalytic role of teaching to pass 

on and acquire new knowledge and understating about the world, the axiomatic statement of Albert Einstein which reads as “We mortals 

achieve immortality through the permanent things we create in common” would be fallacious. Taking into account how my own thoughts 

and philosophy of life has been influenced by my predecessors and, in turn how I influenced others, I would say that my students inherit 

my ideas the same way as my children inherited my genes.  

Accepting the above inheritance analogy as my personal belief, I exercise great care in selecting what to teach and how to teach. In the 

outset I carefully select the must know items depending on the objective of the course and inform my students. This is essential to keep 

students on track in the information super highway crowded with too many publications on the subject. I feel there is no panacea for ef-

fective teaching but consulting on method of teaching written by authoritative sources, cross fertilization of ideas between colleagues and 

constant feedback from students helped me a lot in improving my method of teaching in a dynamic way. I believe the secret of effective 

teaching is daily preparation and openness to criticism from colleagues as well as students. I use blackboard and power point, to explain 

my points and provide class work and home-take assignments to involve students in active learning. Stimulating students to ask questions 

and express their views on a subject is my style to keep the teaching learning process alive and it works!  
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the course. I always keep at the back of my mind that a given class is likely to contain weak, average and outstanding students and adjust 

my methods of teaching taking each category into account.  
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Professional 

Interests 

I believe sharing knowledge is the most sacred profession and knowledge management is critical for making it 

a tool for development. Thus I have keen interest to be effective Science Educator, with strong emphasis on 

applied research and supervision of students in the areas of water pollution, water resource management, water 

and health. The overarching goal of this endeavor is ensuring human security around the globe and thus 

making the world a better place to live in.  

Education Ph.D. Applied Ecology 2001, National University of Ireland, Cork. Thesis: "Sensitivity of Biotic Indices to 

Natural Disturbances" 

MSc Environmental Sanitation 1993, Gent University, Belgium. 

BSc Biology 1987, Asmara University, Asmara, Eritrea. 

Other: Computer Training, 2001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Curriculum Development and module preparation 

Training, Carter Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; 2003 Advanced Wastewater Treatment Training, Gent 

Belgium, 2004.  

Employment   

  
2016 -

Present 

 

Assistant Research Professor and PIRE Project Manager 

 

 

National Science Foundation 

Expert (Part-Time), Ecology, Human Resources, Division of Undergraduate Education. 

 Principal Responsibilities:  

 Evaluate proposals for funding 

 Participate in panel discussions 

  Provide feedback for improvement of grant application processes 

 Managed EIA Division’s Committee of Visitors, May 2001. 

 

  
2012 - Pre-

sent  

Adjunct Associate Professor, University of Connecticut, CT 

 

 Principal Responsibilities:  
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